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SUB J : NAMIBIA - BOTHA HINTS INDEPENDENCE DATE MAY BE DELAYED 

1 . SPEAKING TO PRESSMEN IN WINDHOEK BEFORE RETURNING TO 
CAPE TOWN, FEB 23, FOREIGN MINISTER BOTHA TOLD NEWSMEN THAT 
"THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO GRANTING 
INDEPENDENCE BY THE END OF THIS YEAR, BUT THE TIME ELEMENT 
IS BECOMING A PROBLEM”. 

2. BOTHA REPORTEDLY SAID THAT ALTHOUGH THE DIFFERENT 
PROCESSES— REGISTRATION OF VOTES.THE WORKING OUT OF 
ELECTION MODALITIES AND THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN-COULD TAKE 
PLACE WITHIN TEN MONTHS, IT DEPENDED ON THE DELIBERATIONS 

OF THE ELECTED CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY WHETHER THE INDEPENDENCE 
DATE WOULD BE MET. 

3. ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS, BOTHA ALSO SAID THERE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WAS "UNEASINESS TO SAY THE LEAST" AMONG MANY SECTIONS 
OF THE POPULATION ABOUT THE PROLONGED WESTERN INITIATIVE. 

HE SAID THERE WAS A DESIRE FOR AN ELECTION DATE TO BE 
SET AND TO BRING THE INITIATIVE TO A HEAD. "BUT THERE 
IS ALSO A REALIZATION THAT INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION IS 
VERY IMPORTANT," HE ADDED, AND "IF IT CAN BE OBTAINED 
IT IS THE FIRST PRIORITY”. HE SAID HIS DEPT WAS 
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STILL IN CONSTANT CONTACT WITH THE FIVE WESTERN POWERS 
ON THE SWA QUESTION. 

4. COMMENT: THIS IS THE FIRST TIME THAT A SOUTH AFRICAN 
OFFICAL HAS PUBLICLY ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE DATE FOR ELECTIONS 
AND INDEPENDENCE COULD POSSIBLY SLIP BEYOND THE END OF THIS 
YEAR. AT THE SAME TIME, BOTHA'S REMARKS APPEAR TO REDUCE 
THE URGENCY OF AN EARLY ANNOUNCEMENT OF ELECTIONS WHICH 
THE SAG HAS REFERRED TO BOTH PUBLICLY AND PRIVATELY. 

BOWDLER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INDEPENDENCE, NEWS MEDIA COMMENTS, ELECTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 24 feb 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978CAPET00356 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780085-1157 
Format: TEL 
From: CAPE TOWN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978021 8/aaaaaoys.tel 

Line Count: 72 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: d0d838d0-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3491936 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NAMIBIA - BOTHA HINTS INDEPENDENCE DATE MAY BE DELAYED 
TAGS: PDEV, SOPN, WA, SF, (BOTHA, PIK) 

To: STATE USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/d0d838d0-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



